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The Examination of TiLENUS before the Triers; in order to 
his intended Settlement in the Office of a Public Preacher im 


the Commonwealth of Eutopia. 
[Wrote by one who was prefent at the Synod of Dort.] 
[Concluded from page 210. | 
Mr. Simulans. Q\ EEING it hath pleafed GOD to keep his 


immutable decrees, as well that of repro- 
bation, as that of e/eéion, locked up in the fecret cabinet of 
his own unfearchable counfel, we are to govern our judg- 
ment by the rule of charity, which believeth all things, and 
hopeth ail things, 1 Cor, xiii. 

Trlenus Tentatus. It is not the judgment of my charity, 
but the certaznty of my faith, that muft give me comfort in 
this particular, The judgment of charity is a good flanding 
meafure betwixt man and man: but it is not current betwixt 
man and his own confcience ; much lefs betwixt him and 
GOD. ff Chrift died only for a few particular perfons, 
and al] the promifes made in him, belong to thofe few on- 
ly! unlefs I could find fome mention of my name amongft 
them, or receive fome revelation from heaven to that effec}, 
how can I with any certainty build my faith upon it, that } 
am one of them ? 

Mr. Take-o’Truf. We are bound to think every one is 
of the number of the eded, till it appears to the contrary. 
Tilenug 
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Tytenus Tentatus. Iam beholden to you, that, wavin 
the feverity of your reafon, you will make ufe of a charitable 
fuppofition to flatter me into an opinion, that I am one of 
that “ttle flock for which Chnift died. But there is nothin 
can comfort me, but a full and certain perfuafion, that I am 
one of them; which you will never be able to work in me, 
unlefs you can find fome particular and undeniable evidence 
of my intereft in him. 

Mr. IndefeGible. You fhould refle& upon your former 
expersence of GOD’s gracious work in you. That {pirit of 
adoption fent out into the hearts of GOD’s eleét, to dear 
wrine/s to ther fpirits; though he may become lent, and 
not {peak peace to them in fuch an audible language of com. 
fort, yet he abides with them for ever. 

Tilenus Tentatus. Some comfortable apprehenfions might 
be kindled in thefe bofoms that have been warmed with hea- 
venly experiencies, if they were not all overcaft and darken. 
ed again by other black clouds, which fome of your greatef 
divines have {pread over them. For Mr. Calvin (Inft. lib, 
lit. cap, 2. §. 10, 11.) faith, “ That the heart of man hath 
“ fo many farting holes, and fecret corners of vanity and 
** lying, and is cloathed with fo many colours of guileful 


** hvpocrify, that it oftentimes deceiveth itfelf : and befides, 
LPO | 
*expertence fheweth, that the reprobates are fometimes 

«et 


moyed with the fame feelings that the ele€t are, fo that in 
“ their own judgment they nothing differ from the eleét.” 

Mr. Know-little. You are to confider that all the ced 
are not called at the fame hour. 

Tilenys Tentatus. 1 fhould not ftand wpon the hour ; I 
could be content that GOD may take his own time to call 
me, if you could, in order to my prefent comfort, infure me, 
that I fhall be called, though it be but at the hour of death: 
but this is that, I am afraid you havé no grounds for. 

Mr. Take-o’Truft. You may be confident, that Chrif 
died for you, and that you have an intereft in him, if you 
can belteve it. 

Tilenus Tentatus. 1 would defire to afk but thefe two 
gueftions. 1. Whether this comfort be applicable to all and 
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every fick and afflif&ted perfon? And, 2. Wheiher it be 
grounded upon the truth ? For if it be not to be applied unt 
all, I may be amongit the excepted perfons, and fo am not 
concerned in it; or, if it be not grounded upon the truth, 
you offer me a delufion inftead of comfort. 

Mr. Take-o’Truft. It is applicable unto all, and every one, 
and grounded upon the unqueftionable truth of the holy 
gofpel. 

Tilenus Tentatus. If it be applicable to all, and every 
one, and grounded upon the truth ; that is, as I conceive, 
a truth antecedent to their beheving; then it follows unde- 
niably, that Chrift died for all in general, and for every 
one in fpecial; (elfe how can the comfort of this doétrine 
be fo applied to them, as you would have it 2?) But if your 
meaning be, that it will become true to me, or any other 
perfon, [that Chrift died for us,| by that a@ of faith which 
you would have me or any fuch other perfon, give unto 
your fpeeches; then you run into a mamifeft abfurdity, 
maintaining, that the odje of faith, or the thing propofed 
to be believed, doth receive its truth from the ad of the 
believer, and depend upon his confent ; whofe faith can no 
more make true, that which in itfelf is falfe, than make 
falfe by his unbelief, that which in itfelf is true. Well 
may the znfidel deprive himfelf 6f the fruit of Chnift’s 
death ; but he cannot bring to pafs, by his unbelief, that 
he hath not fuffered it, as a proof of his love to mankind. 
On the other fide, the believer may receive benefit from 
the death of Chrift, but his a@ of faith doth not effe&, but 
neceflarily fuppofe that death as fuffered for him, before it 
can be exercifed about it or lay hold upon it. Nay, my 
believing is fo far from procuring Chrul’s death for me, 
that, on the contrary, our great divines do maintain, That 
I cannot have faith, uniefs it be procured for me by the 
merits and death of Chrift. And becaufe I cannot find 
this faith in me, I may conclude he hath not procured it 
for me, and confequently that he hath not died for me ; and 
this is the ground of all my trouble, 
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Dr. Dubious, Su, 1 wit you would take heed of that 
evil heart of unbelief, as the apoftle calls it, Heb. iii, and 
to that end remember the words recorded, John iii, wl, 
He that believeth on the Son, hath evcrlafling life: and hy 
that belreveth. not the Son, fhaill not fee life; but the wrath 
of GOD abideth on him. 

Tilenus Tentatus. Sir, inftead of lending me a clew to 
guide me out of that maze of difficuljies, into which the 
prodigious divimty ot we /ynod hath led me, you entangle 
me much more in it, bor whereas the apoflle faith, that 
GOD fends flrong deluftons to fuck as wrll not receive the 
love of the truth that thy may be faved; you would firh 
perfuade men to believe a falle propofition, (when YOU Ck. 
hort every man to believe, that Chrift died for him, which 
is falfe according to that do:/rine) and then having believed 
this fallhood, they are puni{hed by the fpirit of error, and 
made to believe a lie, I beleech you, which way would 
you have me turn myfelf, to get out of thefe perplexiues, 
having inftruéted me to believe a doétrine, that turns my 
obedience into punifhment, and makes my following the 
truth (according to that calculation) the fure way to aggra 
vate my damnation? For if the /ynod faith true, and Chal 
died not for them that believe not in him, how de they de. 
ferve ta be punifhed for not believing that which is falle? 
And thofe that do obey the commandment, and believe im 
his death, (though but for a time,) why fuffer they the pa 
nitiments due only to the refractory and incredulous, 

Mr. Know-lttle, Sir, you muft pot.think to beguile a 
with your vain philofophy: we are too well eftablifhed a 
thefe faving truths, to be perverted by fuch /ophi/iry. 

Tilenus. If you have no better cordiads for afflicted com 
{ciences nor firmer props to fupport the neceflity of yout 
miniftry, than thefe, the moft vulgar capacitics will cone 
clude from the premifes, that your office is altogether ules 
lefs. Laying afide therefore the perfon of the Jnfidel, Gat 
nal, Tepid, and Afflided, whole parts 1 have hitherto acted, 
to make a prattical trial of the efhicacy of your minillry up 
on them, I befeech you to reflect upon what hath already 
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Ged betwixt us; and confider further, what a fpirit pre- 
fided in that fynod, that led thofe divines (maugte all the 
reafon to the contrary) to deny fome things which the ferip- 
ture exprefly afirms, and to affirm other things, which the 
feripture as exprefly denies. They deny the umvetr fality of the 
merits of Chriff's death, (which the feripture abundantly pro- 
claimeth) and yet they enjoin at! men, upon peri! of damnation, 
to believe in him ; as tf the Autnor of all truth did not only al. 
low, but alfo command fome men to believe falfchood.. They 
exhort every one to believe, that he is el-thed to Jalvation, 
(though indeed he be a very reprobate,) and that he cannot 
lofe faith and grace once receiv-d, which the feripture in 
exprefs terms demeth. And as the denial of Chrift’s unt- 
verfal redemption takes away all the folrd ground of com. 
fort; fo the ailerting the faints’ indefeftibility overthrows the 
neceflity of exhortation, with the ufefulnefs of promifes and 
threatenings to enforce it: for who will value fuch admons 
tions, { Harden not your hrarts—Take heed ef ye fall—Re- 
ecive not the grace of GOD in vain—| when he is inftruét- 
ed to believe, that he can mever be fo far wafiting to the 
grace of GOD, nor harden his heart, nor fall from his 
flanding, fo far as to endanger his falvation? And who 
will deny himfelf the prefent fatisiaftion of his lafts and 
pafions, for the reverfton of a kingdom, who is perfuaded, 
there are feveral decrees paft in heaven, as well to necefh- 
ae, as fecure hrm im the enjoyment of them both ? And 
who will be frightened from the pleafures of fm, with the 
threatened danger of damnation, who believes if is no more 
poffible to hapner to him, than for GOD to fie, or his im- 
Matable decrees to be refcinded ? In brief, when we conft- 
der the confequences of that doétrine, that the abfolute de- 
crees of heaven do not only over-rul-, but alfo predetermine 
every tndrordual attion of mankind, (fo that rt is mnpofh- 
ble for the endeavowrs and wit of man, to make any one 
of them happen at any ovher time, or after any other mar- 
mer than they dco) may we not conclude, that it is GOD’s 
fault, that fo many men prove infidels, and profane, lukr- 
warm and defperate ; becauie it is he that dotly with-hold 
chat 
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that grace, which is abfolutely neceffary to work an effeAual 
change in them ? And refolve, that it were therefore fit, 
that all preachers (forbearing to importune the weak crea. 
ture to attempt any of thofe meré impoflibilities) fhould di. 
rect their admonitions to GOD alone, that he would per. 
form what is his work only, that is,) convert, corred, pro. 
voke and comfort them, by fuch an znvinceble arm of eilici. 
ency as cannot be refifted ? 

The benefit of the word preached being thus totally eva 
cuated by thefe doétrines, we fhall find no more ufe or com. 
fort in the facraments, but fo far as we can obferve, the 
very fame minifters, in the very adminiftration of them, to 
overthrow their own doctrine. For to every one they bap. 
izze, they apply the promifes of the covenant of grace, con. 
trary to their own tenet, which is, that they belong not at 
all to the reprobates. Likewife the Lord’s /upper is given 
to all, with the aflurance Chrift died for ad/ them that re. 
ceive it, though their own tenet is, that he no way died for 
them who receive it unworthely, and totheir condemnation; 
whofe number is not {mall among our reformed congregations, 
even by their own confeflion. What more? The very ex 
ercifes of prayer, wherein the paftor and the flock are joint 
petitioners, fhall be found of ne ule or comfort unto exther, 
fince they all are either ele€&t or reprobate; for the eed 
obtain no new thing by this means, if GOD hath written 
them (as the fyned fays) from all eternity in the book of life, 
without any relation to, or confideration of, their faith and 
prayers ; and if it is impoflible they fhould be blotted out 
of it. And the reprobates can never caufe themfelves to 
be enrolled therein by any exercifes of faith or prayers, any 
more than they are able to difannul the immutable decree of 
GOD. 

Gentlemen, I fhall trouble you no further, but only to 
defire you to ponder thofe many prejudices that lie again! 
fuch a religion, as is rather repugnant than operative to the 
converfion of an infidel, the correétion of the carnal, the 
quickening of the carelefs, an@ the confolation of the 
afflicted. And if the dottrine delivered by the oF. of 
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that fynod doth truflrate the preaching of the word, the ufe 
of the facraments, and the exercife of prayer, if it over- 
throws the facred function of the miniftry, (which confifs 
in the faithful adminiftration of wholefome dottrine and good 
difcipline) and gives fuch a total defeat to the whole defign 
of the divine ordinances ; I hope you will, out of your great 
piety and prudence, not think it reafomable, to make the 
profeffion of fuch faith or dottrine your Shzdoleth, to difcern 
your examinants, and pafs them in the account of the godly 
minifters. 

Dr. Abf. ate. 7 

Mr. Fataliiy. l \ 

Mr. Fry- habe 

Dr. Abfalute  peedwen n, what think you of this man, now 
you have heard’ him difcover himfelf fo fully ? 


Vithdraw, withdraw, withdraw. 


Mr. Fatality. The maa hath a competent meafure of 
your ordinary unfanétified learning. But you may fay, he 
hath ftudied the ancient fathers, more than Mr. Ca/via and 
Mr. Perfins : and alas! they threw away their enjoyments, 
and their lives too, fome of them, for they knew not what; 
they underflood little or nothing of the divine decrees, or 
the power of grace and godlinefs. This great hght was re- 
ferved for the honour of after ages. 

Mr. Efficax. He may be an honeft moral man; but I 
cannot perceive that he hath been much acquainted with fin, 
or fenfible of the nature of repentance. I confels, for my 
own part, 1 was never much taken with thefe Odadiahs, 
that cry, J thy fervant fear the Lord from my youth {1 Kings 
XVIN, 12.) Give me your expe imental divines. The one 
ehild will dread the fire: and as Fude advil ge well hav 
compaffion upon their brethren, and will /2z m wrth fe 
ufing a holy violence to pluck them cut of the yore ing. a 
femember Mr. Cu/oin confefleth, in an fer to Bucer, 
* that he had a creat confli& wit that wild beaft of impa- 
“tience that raged in him, and that it was not yet tamed.” 
He would frequent! ly reproach his re ethren (efpecially if they 
owe 4 ews him in the matter of pre deftination) by the 


fame Of knave, and d: 3¢, and fatan, And he fo vexed the 
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fpirit of Bucer, that he provoked the good mild man tg 
write thus to him: Zudicas prout amas, vel odifit: amas 
autem vel odrfit, prout hbet. That his judgment was £0. 
verned by his paflions of love and hatred, and thefe by his 
luft. And for his bitter fpeeches, Bucer gave him the title 
of a fratricide. ‘The reverend Beza confeileth aifo of him. 
felf, “ That for the. fpace of fifteen years together, wherein 
* he taught others the ways of righteoulnefs, himfelf trod 
“ neither in the way of truth, nor bounty, nor fobriety ; 
* but fluck faft in the mire [ of fin.|” Men that have had 
trial of the powerful workings of fin and grace, and been 
brought upon their Knees (like the great apoitle) with a bitter 
complaint, O wretched man thatl am! thefe are vour divines! 

Dr. Abfclute. Have any of you any more objections 
againil him ? 

Mr. Indefediible. He helds the poffibility of the faints 
apoftacy, notwithftanding the decrees and promifes of GOD 
to the contrary, and concludes David’s adultery and murder 
to be wilful wafling, deadly fins, and inconfiftent with the 
flate of regeneration: fo that fhould a godly man through 
the frailty of the fleth fuffer the like infirmity, he would be 
ready to difcourage and grieve his f{pirit, telling him he had 
furfeited his interefl in GOD’s favour. 

Mr. Narrow-grace. What was worfe than that, he flouted 
the divines of the /ynod; faying, if their doétrine were well 
improved, it would prove an antidote againft the power ol 
death, and teach a man how to become immortal, even im 
this life. He faid, if the ele& cannot be cut off in the 
flate of impenitency, notwithftanding they fall into mot 
grievous fins; then let them but abandon themfelves to fome 
horrid luft, or courfe of impiety, and they fhall be fure to 
be immortal. ) 

Chairman. Gentlemen, what fay you to Mr. Tilenus ? Do 
you approve of him as a man fitly qualified for the miniftry? 

Mr. Fatality. =) 

Mr. Preterition. } No, by no means do we like his 

Mr. Indefedtibie. a principles, 

and the reft. J 
Call 











an to 
amas Chairman. Sir, the commiffioners are not fatisfied with 
S go. your certificate. You may be a godly man, we do not deny ; 
”y his but we have not fuch affurance of it, as-we can build upon, 
> title and therefore we cannot approve of you for the minillry ; 
him. and that you may be at no more expence of purfe or time 
ere in your attendance, we wifh youto return home, and think 
trod upon fome other employment. 
lety ; Tilenus. Sir, I could with I might be acquainted with the 
had B = reafon of this my reprobation, .unlefs the decree that governs 
been your voles or proceeds from them, be zrre/pediive. 1 think, 
bitter 7 = =amnot fo ill beloved amongft the moft learned of the godly 
ines! clergy, (though differing a little in judgment from me) but I 
L10ns tan procure a full certzficate from the chief and moft mode- 

rate of them. 
faints Chairman. That is not all the matter we have again 
,OD you; what have we to do with moderate men? We fee 
urder your temper and want of modefty in that expreflion, and 
h the therefore you may be gone. 
ough Tilenus. Then, gentlemen, 1 fhall take my leave, and 
ld be commend you to more fober counfels and refolutions. 
> had 

{End of the Examination of Tilenus.] 
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his THIS puece was the only remain of that reverend diving, 

whofe names prefixed toit. It came to my hands by buying 

Jome of the books of his deceafd amanuenfis. J need make 
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Call him in. 
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no encomium ether of the author, or the work ; the one was 
wery well known to, and is ftrll remembered by aie ; and the 
worth of the other needs not beg our co »mmendation. The au. 














thor was one of the moft eminent divines at the 5) nod of Dort, 
when the fubject-matter of this dif ourfe was in conteft. Whe. 
ther our author was then of that judgment, which he declares 
here, Tam not certain. However, if his atter thoughis tn- 
clined him to truth, we have reafon to ble/s the GOD of truth 
for the difcovery. And I heartily wifh, that all men, who 
are entangled in the briars of the/e prickly difputations, as our 
reverend author calls them, would lay afide ail prejudice, and 
yield to firepture and reafon. 


Thy Friend and 
Servant in Chrift, 
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1. HE fum of the controverfy is this: Whether all 

things thatever have or fhalicometopa/s inthe world, 
have heen, ¢ r fhall he effe ed neceflarily, an ref[peel of an 
irrefiftible ba by whuhk GOD hath everlaftzngly deter- 
mined, that they fhould inevitably come to pa/s ? 

2. Whether many things have not been done contingent- 
ly, or after fuch a middle manner between impofiibility of be- 
ing, and neceflity of being, that fome things which have 
been, might as om not have been, and many things whick 
have not been, might as well have been, for aught GOD 
hath decreed to th heeetrans ? 

An happy pre ‘of this intricate controverfy will 
be of-excelient ufe, not only in guiding us fafe through 
the briars of thefe spo’ es of predefirnation, 

. Jree-will, the caufe of fin, &c. but likewife in eafing us ot 
many se ie and A se cafes, which daily arife in 
our minds, concerning GOD’s [penal decrees and particu- 

providence, in reipeet of the paffages of our rt 
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I purpofe to carry fuch an equal eye to brevity and per- 

fpicuity, that the reader fhall have no juft caufe to fay, 
that I am either obfcure or tedious. 

I have already divided the main queftion into two par- 
ticular gueri?s. Many divines have fubfcribed to the firlt 
query : mainiaining, that whatfoever any creature doth, man 
or beaft, plants or znanimate elements and meteors, GOD 
from all eternity hath decreed that they fhould neceffarily do 
it; fo that a man doth not fo much as fpit without a de- 
cree: yea, they fay, that there falleth not fo much as a 
dv op of rain, or arifeth a d/af of wind, without the com- 
mand of GOD. 

Others have fubfcribed to the /econd; teaching that as 
fome things are empofible, and cannot be ; fome things ne- 
cefary, and cannot but be ; fo GOD in hie wifdom hath 
pajed fome things in fuch an equal pofidility of being or 
not being, and left it to his creatures choice to turn the /cale, 
that in refpeét of him they fall out contengently ; it being 
as poflible for his creatures to have omuztted them, as to have 
done them. 

Il have a good while ha/ted between thefe two opinions ; 
I have hovered over them, to fee where I had beft to light. 
Sometimes I have fent out my affent like Noah’s dove, but 
the {peedily withdrew back again, ull at length, finding bet- 
ter entertainment among? this Second company, fhe hath 
returned at laft with an Mi-beetch i in her mouth, 

The arguments, by which ¢ru¢é firit courted, and at lah 
ravifhed my ailent, are thofe which both confirm the fecond, 
and confute the firft opinion. 

The firft maniietily difcovers an heathenifh error lurk- 
ing implicitly therein. - Our adverfaries indeed difallow and 
he vartily miflike it: but if that error be pagant/m, their opi- 
nion is little better, which I prove thus : it was the conceit 
of the ancient Stoics, that all things were brou; ght to paf 
by an inevitable definy, all things falling out by » fatal ne- 
ceflity in f{pight of men, and, according to the poets, of 
GOD alfo. Now do not our op pofites in this contro ver/y 
impofe a fatal necefity on all things? Yea, they go fur- 
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ther in this point than fome Storcs; for, though they fub. 
jetted the ends to irrefiftible definy, yet they fuppoied the 
means by which aman might, though vainly, endeavour 
to cro/s thofe ends, were in man’s chore. But our oppo- 
fites impofe a neceffity on all things whatfoever, not only 
upon ends, but alfo upon thé means. For example; ac. 
cording to their doétrine, GOD hath not only decreed that 
I fhall, or that I fhall not efcape this znfefzon, but he hath 
alfo decreed that I thall, or fhall not w/e the means to efcape 
it. So that all the ab/urdzties that dog the focal dream of 
fatal neceffity at the heels, are zn/eparable attendants of this 


af 


opinion. For I may not only fay, if 1 fhall die of the 
enfettion, 1 fhall; if I fhall no¢ die, I thall mot ; and there- 
fore I need not ufe means to avoid it: but alfo, if I mut 
ufe means, 1 muft; if I muft not, I muft not: feeing 
GOD’s decree neceffitateth as much to ufe or omet the means, 
as to obtain or-lofe the end. For if their epimon be true, 
all things whatfoever, end or means, of little or great mo- 
ment, come to pafs necef/arily or unavordably, by reafon of 
GOD's eternal decree. 

Here they have two evafions. The firft is this: albeit 

fay they, GOD hath moft certainly determined what hall, 

or what fhall not be done concerning us; yet his decree 1s 
hid from us, and we muft ufe ordinary means tor the ob- 
taining of fuch and fuch ends, keeping on the ordinary 
courfe which he hath revealed to us. 

See the vanity of this fhift; our oppofites teach, that 
whatever GOD hath decreed fhall be done, and whatfoever 
1s omalled fhall be undone. If therefore GOD hath deter- 
mined that we fhould not ufe fuch and fuch means, it 1s 


ampoffible for us to ufe them; if he hath decreed that we 


fould, it is zmpofible that we fhould omit them. And 
therefore it is rzdzculous to fay, that although GOD, in 
his fecre¢ will, hath determined that we fhould not do fuch 
a thing, yet we are to doit. Seeing his decree, though 
it be fecret, yet will have its ¢fz ; and itis abfolutely w- 
poffivie we {hould do that, which GOD hath determined WG 
{lial} not do. 


However, 
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However, fay our oppofites, our opinion is far from ftoi- 
cifm ; for the Stoics thought, that all things came znevela- 
bly to pafs, by reafon of an z2d:/foludle chain and connexi- 
oa of natural caufes. But we teach, that all events are zr- 
refifrsly necellary, by realon of GOD’s everlatting decrees, 
and his omnipotency executing them. 

This reafon is fo poor a one, that 1 am more troubled 
to wonder it, than to contute it. Yet, that I may fa- 
tisfy it diftinctly, I wall divide the opinion of the Stoics in- 
to two particular tenets. 

1. They hoid, that all things come to pafs znevztab/y. 

. That the reafon of this znevetablene/s of events is, an 
unchangeable connexion ot natural caufes. 

Our oppofites {liffly maintain the former of the tenets. 
Now let the reader obferve, that the moft prodigious ab- 
furdities, accompanying this ftoical error, follow the firit part 
of their opinion, though fequeftered from the fecond. For 
if all things come to pafs unavoidably, what need I care 
what I do? Yea, if I fhall care, I fhall care, whether I 
willorno. Anda thoufand the like horrid conceits fo!low 
the opinion of the neceffity of events, whatfoever we make 
to be the caufe of this neceflity. 

It is a great point of Turhz/h divinity at this day, that all 
things are done unavoidably ; and they with our oppofites, 
make GOD's will to be the caufe of this unavoidab beset : 
and therefore they judge of GOD’s pleafure or difpleafure 
by the events. Yet there is no chriftian but abhorreth this 
turcifm, and gives it no better entertainment than anathe- 
ma maranatha. 

It is apparent therefore, that, albeit our adverfaries are 
chriflians, yet in this point their opinion is guilty both of 

ftoicifm and turer. 

Again, if we confider the fecond part of the Stoics opi- 
nion, we fhall perceive, that the opinion which we confute, 
cannot be minced, but that it will be complete ftoicifm. 
The Stoics thought the connexion of caufes to be the caufe 
of the neceffity of events, it is true : but what did they think 
to be the connexion of caufes? Doubilefs the eternal 
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laws of nature, which they fuppofed to be a Deity, Ie jy 
very probable, they thought the fales to be but nature’y 
Jaws: but whatfoever they meant by the fates, it is evident, 
they made their decrees to be the caufe of the connexion 
of caufes. How often read we both in philofophers and 
poets, of fatorum decrcta, the decrees of the fates? Yea the 
word fatum itfelf is as much as a @cree. Well then, to 
apply: do not our adverfarics, in this point, fuppofe an 
inviolable linking of all things together, one neceffardly fol. 
lowing in the neck of another ? Do they not make the caufe 
of this linking to be GOD’s irrefiftible decree? Do not 
they then defend complete floicifm ? What part of ftoicifm 
do they difclaim ? Do they not maintain znevztable neceffity? 
Do they not teach an indiffoluble connexion of all things? 
Do they not believe the divine decrees to be the caufe of 
this connexion? Certainly they muft needs confefs them. 
felves Stoics in this point, unlefs we will give them leave to 
grant the premifes, and deny the conclufion. I know the 
Stoics had mif-conceits concerning the deities, as account 
ing thofe to be deities which are not, whofe decrees they 
made the caufes ofall things. But thefe were the commoa 
errors of pagan:/m, and are befides the point in hand. And 
truly, thefe fet afide, I fee not wherein our adverfaries 
differ from the Stoics. I have profecuted this argument 
more coptoufly, becaufe I think verily, there are few opr 
nions which have a greater retinue of erroneous confequen 
ces, than this of the unavoidable necefity of events. Some 
of them may make one /augh, and fome of them may make 
one tremble. I omit the former, becaufe they are obvious 
to every man’s conceit; and I would not willingly make 
{port-of fo ferious a matter. Of the laft fort 1 will {pecily 
one in a fecond argument. 

That opinion, which being admitted maketh GOD the 
author of fin, is grofs and erroneous, that I may fay n0 
worfe ; but fo, I{peak it with horror, doth the opinion of 
our oppofites. know many of them are real chriftians ; 
and as they abhor floical-errors, fo they hold this damnable 


doéirine (which is worfe than ever arsy heretic -held, which 
transformeth 
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transformeth GOD into a devil) to be moft accurfed: yet 
fo the cafe flandeth, that as the error of fatal neceffity, fo 
this of the cau/e of fin, fatally followeth their opinion ; 
which I prove thus. 

They teach, that nothing is done in the world, or can 
be done, but what GOD hath decreed to be done. Now 
it is too certain, thatethree quarters of the things which are 
done in the world are fins; therefore, according to this 
opinion, GOD is the principal cau/e of fins, devils and men 
are but his znflruments. 

The ufual anfwer is, that GOD is the caufe of all the 
afions that are finful, but not of the fnfudne/s of the a€tions ; 
of all our works, but not of our ob/zguzties; as one that 
rides upon a halting jade is the caufe of her motion, and yet 
not of her Aalteng. 

It isa hard cafe, when they have but one frivolous dif- 
tinction, to keep GOD from fnning. Might I here, with- 
out wandering, difcourfe of the nature of fin, 1 could prove 
fin itelt to be an adlion, and confute this groundlefs dif- 
tinétion that way; but I will keep myfelf as much to the 
purpofe as I can. 

That which is a prencepal caufe of any aftion, is a caufe 
of thofe events, which accompany that action neceff/arily. 
This rule is moft certain. Therefore if GOD by his de- 
crees force us to thofe attions, which cannot be done with- 
out fin, GOD himlelf, I am afraid to rehearfe it, muft needs 
be guilty of fin. If GOD decreed that Adam fhould una- 
vodably eat the forbidden fruit, feeing the eating of the fruit, 
which he had forbidden, muft needs be with a grols obliquity, 
Ido not fee how this diftin&ion will jultify GOD; for 
Adam finned becaufe he afe the fruit that was forbidden: 
but they fay, GOD decreed, that he fhould eat the fruit 
which was forbidden, meceffurily and unavoidably. The con- 
clufion is too blafphemous to be repeated. 

The reader may fee, how well that common’ diftingtion 
holdeth water; yea, if this nicety were found, man himlelf 
might prove, that he committed no murder, though he fteb- 
bed the dead party to the heart; for at his arraignment he 
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migit tell the judge, that he did indeed thruft his dagger 


into his heart, but it was not ¢haé which took away his life, 


but the extinétion of his natural heat and vital f{pirits. Who 
feeth not the frenzy of him, who fhould make this apology ? 
Yet this is all our adverfaries fay for GOD. They fay, 
“ His decree was the cau/e that Adam took the fruit, and 
“put it into his mouth, and ate that which he had com. 
“‘ manded he fhould not eat.” Yet they fay, “ He was not 
“ the caufé of the tranfgreflion of the commandment.” 

The example of the halting jade is a mere impertinency; 
for fuppofe it were, as it is not, applicable to us, who halt 
naturally ; yet Adam, before this aétion, was found, and 
therefore GOD, neceffitating him to fuch an inconveniency, 
dealt with him as if one fhould drive a lufty nag into rongh 
paffages, where he muft needs break his legs. Neither isit, 
as I faid, applicable unto us the dame pofterity of Adam; 
fer he who rideth an horfe that was lame before, although 
he be not a caufe of the impotency which he findeth in the 
horfe, yet in urging him to motion, he is now a caufe of 
the aual impertettion in the motion, and fo perhaps a 
caufe of increafing the impotency for the future; though 
he were not the caufe of his lamenefs, yet he is of his limp- 
ing at that time. Let the horfe ftand ftill, and fee whether 
he will halt or no. Indeed, if the horfe go of himfel, 
then the rider is no caufe of his halting. And fo we may 
fay, that all our haltings are from ourfelves, without any 
inftigation from GOD. 

I know our oppofites have another fhift, teaching, that 
GOD ufeth to punifh one fin by making us commit another; 
fo that, although we fin, he doth but punz/h. 

Albeit ldo not believe this to be true, yet I abftain at 
this time from examining it, becaufe it weakens not my @- 
gument about Adam ; for his fin was the firft that ever he 
committed, and the original of all that ever followed ; and 
therefore, if GOD’s decree was the caufe that he ate the 
forbidden fruit, as our adverfaries teach, it is apparent 
whom they make the author of all fin. Thefe two argu- 


ments, well fcanned, are fufficient to make any afraid of 
| that 
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that opinion, which believeth all things to come to pafs ne- 
cffarily, by reafon of GOD's irreffhible decree. 

Moreover feeing it is clogged with fuch monftrous con- 
fequences, methinks, our opinion fhould be far more ami- 
able, which giveth no countenance to fuch hideous mif- 
fhapen errors. 

_Now I proceed to the confirmation of our opinion, .con- 
cerning the contingency of fome events in refpect of GOD, 
by two arguments more. 

The firft is this, that GOD hath decreed, that all his 
creatures [hould ordinartly work according to their feveral 
kinds and endowments, by which he in the creation dil- 
tingyifhed them. For illuftration, they may be ranked into 
three feveral forms. 

In the loweit ftand the mere natural agents, inanimate 
and fenfelefs creatures. To thefe GOD hath given certain 
inflinéls and inclinations, by which they are determinate!y 
{wayed to thefe or thofe certain effef&ts and operations, un- 
lefs they are outwardly hindered ; for heavy bodies cannot 
chufe but de/cend, fire cannot chufe but burn. 

In the fecond ftand the fenfitive creatures, four-footed 
beats, fowls, and fifhes. To thefe GOD hath given fenfe 
and knowledge, to difcern what is good for their nature, 
and what is bad; and amongft divers goods, to prefer that 
which is beft. He hath given them alfo a free appetite, or 
akind of fenfitive will, by which they may either /ree/y pro- 
fecute, or avoid, fuch objeéts as they like or diflike ; not 
determinately tied to this or that operation, as the other 
were, A /tone cannot chufe but defcend; but a dea/ may 
as well go up hill as down, 

In the upper form are men, reafonable creatures, whom 
GOD hath made more voluntary than the other, by giving 
them greater freedom of choice, and prefenting unto their 
more elevated knowledge a great variety of objeéts. Now, 
without doubt, GOD thus diflinguifhed his creatures in abi- 
lities and faculties, that they might operate in their feveral 
kinds ; that the natural agents might work naturally, the vo- 
luntary, voluntarily. The truth of all this no man will de- 
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ny explicitly: well then, let them hearken to the confe. 
quences of this truth. If GOD hath decreed, that many 
things fhould be done voluntarily by his creatures; then 
hath he decreed, that many things fhould be done contin. 
gently, in refpect of him: but the firft is granted, there. 
fore the fecond muft. ‘The connexion | prove thus. Al} 
things are done contingently in refpe&t of GOD, which, for 
aught he hath decreed, might with as much poffibrlity not be 
as be. But all things, which are done by the creatures wo. 
luntarily, may as well not be done as done: therefore, if 
he hath decreed, that many things fhould be done volunta. 
ri/y, he hath alfo decreed, that they fhould be done con. 
ingently. The minor is evident; becaufe, if the creatures 
may not as well omit them as do them, they do them not 
voluntarily, but ne ffarily. 

This argument both confirms and explains our opinion, 
fhewing how and why many things come to pafs contin. 
gently im refpeét of GOD; yea, it maketh it quettionlefs, 
that GOD hath decreed that many things fhould be done 
coniingently, or alter fuch a refflible manner, that they 
might, without fruflrating his decree, have been /ft un. 
done. Yea, we fee now that contingency itfelf is neceffary 
in refpe&t of GOD's will, who will have mary things done 
voluniavily. Otherwife to what purpofe did GOD give his 
creatures wid/s, if be will not fuffer them to ufe them ? 

See again the inconveniencies of the former opinion, 
which confoundeth al] forts of creatures, and makes a man 
to operaie with no more freedom, than a flock or flone! For 
according to our oppofies, I eat, 1 drink, or walk with as 
much necefity, as lead finketh down. GOD hath decreed 
that ‘hat fhould fink, and therefore it muft; and fo GOD 
hath decreed that I muft walk a mele, and therefore | 
mull. 

Here they have a flarting hole, but it is fo poor a one, 
that it doth not relieve but difgrace them. They fay, that 
GOD’s decree doth not compel any man’s wid/ to any thing, 
that he fhould do fuch a thing whether he will or no; but 
le fo difpofeth and worketh it, that it fhall defire that 
which 
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which GOD would have done. And therefore, they fay, 
man hath ufe of his w2//, becaufe whatfoever he doth, though 
necefitated to it by GOD, yet he doth it willingly. 

This fam-flam would move any man’s patience; but I 
will be ferious. The prerogative of a voluntary agent con- 
fifteth not in doing that which it defireth to do, or rather 
in defiring to do that which it doth in freedom from coercion 
and violence ; but in liberty of choice to do or not to do this 
or that, and foin freedom from the xeceffity of immutability. 
So that ftill for all this /heft, they make no man more volun- 
tary than a fione. A fone hath a natural propenfion or kind 
of appetite to fall downward; yet becaufe this appetite is 
reftrained nec //arily to this term, fo that the fone mutt needs 
fall down, it cannot be faid to defcend voluntarily, in any 
propriety of fpeech, Is not this juft a man’s cafe, accord- 
ing to them? A man drinks; they grant he doth it volun- 
tarily; yet they fay, his wallis fo reffrazned by GOD’s de- 
cree to this a€tion, that it was not pojfble for him to omit it. 
What difference is there now betwixt the w// of a man, and 
the will of a flone, only that GOD employeth a man in 
more attions; which altereth not the cafe? Surely if this 
be true, it was no wonder Deucalion and Pyrrha got ftones 
turned into men fo faft. 

This argument doth fo entangle our oppofites, that al- 
though in the queftion about particular providence they are 
peremptorily for the neceffity of all events in refpe&t of GOD; 
yet when they come to the queftion about free-will, and 
more particularly free-will about natural matters, as walking, 
fleeping, riding, tliey fpeak fo off and on, that one may 
plainly perceive they have a wolf by the ears: fometimes 
they yield free-will in fuch things, not confidering how they 
contradict what they faid before about particular providence; 
fometimes they yield it, they fay, not fo much becaufe they 
believe it, as becaufe they will not contend about fuch petty 
matters; avery fleevelefs put off! Sometimes they ftiflly 
deny it, but they are unwilling or unable to produce any 
arguments worth a rufh. 

_ That opinion which makes GOD’s fnowledge abfolutely 
infiatte, and moft glor:feth his omnz/cency, muft needs be 
better 
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better divinity, than that which fuppofeth by its confequence 
GOD’s knowledge to be but finzte. Now our opinion doth 
the firft, that of our oppofites the fecond ; therefore, the 
minor propofition 1 juftify thus. An abfolute infinity of 
knowledge mutt be either in refpeé of the nuider ot objets, 
or.in refpect of the manner of comprehending them. Now, 
according to their opinion, in thefe refpeéts, GOD’s know. 
ledge is but finite, ergo. 

For the firft refpeét, to fpeak exaétly, it cannot make 
knowledge completely zmfinite. For fince there cannot be 
an exatt enfinite number of objects, feeing all things that ever 
were, or ever fhall be, cannot be truly infinite in number; 
it is impoffible that any knowledge whatfoever fhould be 
properly termed znfinzte in this refpeét. Yea, feeing the 
vafteft number, and moft incomprehenfible to our mortal 
arithmetic, may in itfelf be doubled and trebled, it is an in- 
fallible truth, that any knowledge in this regard may be 
trebled alfo, and yet remain finzte. Well, come to the fe- 
cond refpeét, here alfo our oppofites much debe/e GOD's 
knowledge, making it but finite, and that not of the largeft 
fort. For while they teach, that GOD hath decreed how 
all things fhall znfadledly come to pafs, they require indeed 
of GOD an infinite power, whereby to execute his decrees; 
but feeing all things fhall be effected as he hath decreed they 
fhould, a fimte knowledge may well ferve the turn. What 
wonder is it if GOD fore-knows what will be done, if he can 
but remember his own decrees? It requireth indeed a /arge 
memory, but not an infinite knowledge. 

Suppofe a man had power to bring to pafs what he de- 
termined, it would be no ftrange matter if he could _fore-tell 
future events : he would make a hard fhift with his regifters 
and records, and the art of memory, but he would remember 
what he had contrived fhould come to pafs. 

Now our opinion attributeth unto GOD a knowledge ex- 
aftly infinite, and makes his prefcience more wonderful. 
GOD, fay we, from eternity, hath ordered that fuch agents 
as he created voluntart/y, fhould have a double liberty in 
their operations, viz. a liberty of contradithion, to do, ot 


not to do; as a painter may choofe whether he will work 
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or no: anda hberty of contrariety, to do a thing after this 
or that manner ; as a panier may ule what colours, in what 
quantity, and ater what fa/hion he pieafeth, 

Now GOD ieaving to his creatures free Lberty to work or 
not work after this or that manner, fo that for any nece/ffity 
impofed upon their actions by him, whatfoever they omit 
was as pofible to be done, as what they did—And yet from 
all eternity, fore-knowtng whatfoever his creatures would do, 
or not do, his fore-knowledge mutt needs be tnfinete, and 
moft admirable. Jnfinte, I fay, not in refpeét of the num- 
ber of objetts, for fo, as I {aid before, no knowledge can be 
infimte: but in refpeét of the boundlefs manner of a€iual 
comprehending thofe things with an infallible fore-fight, 
which in refpe& of GOD were contingent, their not being 
being as poffible as their being. And indeed this /ore-/jght 
of future contingents, 1s the true charader and royal prero- 
gative ot divine knowledge : and therefore in the gift of 
Iaiah, GOD upbraideth the Pagan deities with this privi- 
lege peculiar to himfelf, though juglingly pretended by them 
in their lying oracles, verfe 21. The Lord biddeth them pro- 
duce the ftrongeft arguments by which they could prove 
themfelves gods: and in the next verfe he particularizeth, 
and thrice bids them tell, tf they can, what fhall happen tn 
the times to come. How much then do our oppolites difho- 
nour GOD, making the great mzracle of his fore-/ght of fu- 
ture contingents to be as much as nothing ? Seeing they fay, 
that albeit they are contingent in refpeft of us, yet they are 
neceffary in refpe&t of him ? When any man hath anfwered 
any of thefe four argumenis, then will I change my opinion. 
In the mean time, I proceed to the vindicating it from fuch 
objeétions, as our enemies in this cafe make againft it. The 
diffipating of thofe mifts wherewith they endeavour to ob- 
{cure this opinion, will not only clear the truth, but alfo 
the fenfe of it. 

Firft, they fay, that while we avoid /oicz/m, we fall into 
flat epicuri/m; for while we make fo many things in the 
world fall out according to the inconiftant bent of voluntary 


‘agents, we derfy chance, and make fortune a godde/s ; we in 
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effe& deny GOD's providence, which makes al! things come 
to pafs according to a molt wife and conftant method. 

I will be as forward as any man to anathematize him, 
who holdeth any thing to fall out forturtoufly in relpect’ of 
GOD: I will make it evident, that our opinion makes 
no chance in refpett of GOD, and moft {weetly illuftrates 
GOD's providence. 

Firft, There is a vaft difference between contingency and 
cafuality. Contingency is an equal poffibility of being or not 
being : cafuality is the coming to pafs of an event ex im. 
provifo, befide the fore-thought of the thing. Now it is 
our affertion, that many things fall out contingently, in ref. 

eft of GOD, becaule he impofed no neceffity upon their 
being, but left them to the pleafure of inferior caufes, that 
they might as well not have been, as been. But we fay 
withal, that nothing falleth out ca/wadly in refpeét of GOD, 
becaufe nothing cometh to pafs without his unerring fore. 
fight; he knowing from all eternity what his creatures 
would do, though he left it to their pleafure to do what they 
hf. 

In events there is a great difference between contingeng 
aud ca/uality of events, in refpeét ef men; for moft things 
we do, we do contingently, being not bound by any ine- 
vitable neceffity to do them; yet as long as we do them up 
on certain reafons, for certain ends, we do them not by 
chance. Yet the fame events are not after the fame man 
ner contingent in refpeét of GOD, as they are in refpett 
of us. For he, out of the prerogative of his Deity, fore 
knoweth them ; but we cannot have infallible fore-fight of 
them; and what fore-fight we have, is ata very litile 
diftance. 

And indeed, if this point be punétually canvaffed, we {hall 
perceive, that in the fame proportion we have any fnowledge 
of them, they are not contingent, but neceffary; for evety 
thing, fo far as it isin exiftence, or in near proportion to 
it, is neceffary. 


[To be concluded in our next. | 
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SERMON VII, 


On PSALM xe. 2. 
From Everlafiing to Everlafting thou art GOD. 


1. Would fain fpeak of that awful fubje& eternity. But 

how can we grafp it in our thought? It is fo vaft 
that the narrow mind of man is utterly unable to compre- 
hend it. But does it not bear fome affinity to another in- 
comprehenfible thing, immenfity ?. May not fpace, though 
an unfubftantial thing, be compared with another unfub- 
fantial thing, duration? But what is immenfity ? It is bound- 
lefs fpace. And what 1s eternity ? It is boundlefs dura- 
tion. 

2. Eternity has generally been confidered as divifible in- 
to two parts: which have been termed, eternity a parte 
poft, and eternity a parle ant?: that is, in plain Englifh, 
that eternity which is paft, and that eternity which is to 
come. And does there not feem to be an intimation of this 
diftin€tion in the text? Thou art GOD from everlafting ; 
here is an expreffion of that eternity which is paft—¢o ever- 
lafiing ; here is an expreffion of that eternity which is to 
come. Perhaps indeed fome may think it is not ftriétly 
proper, to fay, there is an eternity that is paft. But the 
meaning is eafily underftood: we mean thereby, duration 
which had no beginning : as by eternity to come, we mean 
that duration which will have no end. 

3. It is GOD alone who (to ufe the exalted languaze 
of {cripture) tvhabiteth eternity in both thefe fenfes. The 
great Creator alone (not any of his creatures) is from ever- 
lafling to everlafting : his duration alone, as it had no be- 
ginning, fo it cannot have any end. On this confiderati- 
on itis, that one {peaks thus, in addrefling Immanuel, GOD 
with us. 


“Hail, GOD the Son, with glory crown’d, 
E’er time began to be ; 
Thron’d with thy Sire through half the round 
Of wide cternity !” 
M m And 
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Aad again, 


“ Hail, GOD the Son, with glory crown’d, 
When time fhall ceafe to be: 

Thron’d with the Father through the round ther 

Of whole eternity !” 































4. “ E’er time began to be.”—But what is time? I 


is not ealy to fav, as frequently as we have had the word make 
in our mouth. We know not what it properly is: we M 
cannot well tell how to define it. But is it not in fome gels, 
fenfe a fragment of eternity, broken off at both ends? ed tc 
That portion of duration, which commenced’ when the we 
world began, which will continue as long as this world in h 
endures, and then expire for ever? That portion of it, the 1 
which is at prefent meafured bv the revolution of the funand them 
planets, lying (fo to f{peak) between two eternities, that ame 
which is paft, and that which is to come. But as foon mr 
as the heavens and the earth flee away from the face of him & RR 
that fitteth on the great white throne, time will be nomor, §& lene 
but fink for ever into the ocean ot eternity. 7 
5- But by what means can a mortal man, the creature §& sikh 
of a day, form any idea of eternity? What can we find deed 
within the compafs of naturé, to illuflrate it by? With & and 
what comparifon fhall we compare it? What is there that ed : 
bears any refemblance to it? Does there not feem to be ihe 
fome fort of analogy, between boundlefs duration and be 
boundlefs {pace ? The great Creator, the infinite Spirit, “" 


inhabits both the one and the other. This is one of his tf 
: : nt 
peculiar prerogatives : Do not I fill heaven and earth, faith ; 


the Lord ? Yea, not only the utmoft regions of creation, ” 
, . " 
but all the expanfe of boundlefs {pace ! Mean time how ma- =e 
. | im 
ny of the children of men fay, Pp 
, and 
ti 
“ Lo, on a narrow neck of land, a | 
*Midft two unbounded feas I ftand, h 
’ — whi 
Secure, infenfible ! 
eve 


A point of time, a moment’s fpace, 
Removes 
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Removes me to that heav’niy place, 
Or fhuts me up in hell ?” 

6. But leaving one of thefe unbounded feas to the Fa- 
ther of eternity, to whom alone duration without begin- 
ning belongs, let us turn our thoughts on duration 
without end. ‘This is not an incommunicable attribute 
of the great Creator ; but he has been gracioufly pleafed to 
make innumerable multitudes of his creatures whet of 
jt. He has imparted this not only to angels, and archan- 
gels, and al] the companies of heaven, who are not intend- 
edto die, but to glorify him and live in his prefence for 
ever: but alfo to the inhabitants of the earth, who dweil 
in houfes of clay. Their bodies indeed are crufled before 
the moth, but their fouls will never die. GOD made 
them, as an ancient writer fpeaks, to be picfures of has 
own eternity. Indeed all fpirits we have reafon to believe, 
are clothed with immortality: having no inward princi- 
ple of corruption, and being liable to no external vio. 
Jence. 

7. Perhaps we may goa flep farther fill. Is not mate 
ter itfelf, as well as f[pirit, in one fénfe eternal ? Not in, 
deed g parte ante, as fome fenf{elefs philofophers, both ancient 
and modern, have dreamed. Not that any thing had exif, 
ed from eternity; feeing if fo, it muff be GOD, Yea, 
it muft be the one GOD;; for it is impoffible there fhould 
be two gods or two eternals, But although nothing be- 
fide the great GOD, can haye exifted from everlafting, (none 
elfe can be eternal, @ parte antc,) yet there is no abfurdity 
in fuppofing that all creatures are eternal a parte peft. All 
matier is indeed continually changing, and that into ten 
thoufand forms. But that it is changeable does in no wile 
unply, that it is perifhable, The fubftance may remain one 
and the fame, though under innumerable different forms. 
Jt is very poffible any portion of matter may be refolved in- 
to the atoms of which it was originally compofed. But 
what reafon haye we to believe, that one of thefe atoms 
¢ver was or ever will be anmiilated? It neyer can, un- 
lefs 





¢-5 A SERMON ON PSALM XC. 2. 


lefs by the'uncontroulable power of its Almighty Creator, 
And ts it probable that ever he will exert this — in un. 
making any of the things that he hath made? In this alfo, 
GOD 1s nota fon of man that he firould repent. Indeed 
every creature under heaven, does and muft continually 
change its form: which we can now eafily account for: 
as it clearly appears from late difcoveries that ethereal 
fire enters into the compofition of every part of the crea 
tion. Now this is ellentially edax rerum. It is the uni. 
verfal menftruum, the difcohere of all things under the fun, 
By the force of this, even the ftrongeft, the firmeft bodies 
are dillolved, It appears from the experiments repeated: 
ly made by the great lord Bacon, that even diamonds, by 
a high degree of heat, may be turned into duft. And that, 
in a ilil higher degree, ({trange as it may feem) they will 
totally flame away. Yea, by this the heavens themfelves 
well be diffolved ; the elements fhall melt with fervent heat, 
But they will be only diffolved; not deflroyéd: they will 
melt; but they will not perifh. Though they lofe thew 
prefent form, yet not a particle of them will ever lofe its 
exiftence ; but every atom of them will remain under one 
foym or other to all eternity, 

8. But fill we would inquire, What is this eternity? 
How thall we pour any light upon this abftrufe fubjeét ? It 
cannot be the objeét of our underftanding, © And with what 
comparifons fhall we compare it? How infinitely does it 
tranfcend all thefe? What are any temporal things laid in 
the balance with thofe that are eternal ? What is the dura- 
tion of the long-lived oak, of the ancient caftle, of Trojan's 
pillar, of Pompey’s amphitheatre ? What is the antiquity of 
the Tu/can urns, though probably older than the foundation 
of Romé ; yea, of the pyramids of Egypt, fuppofe they have 
remained upwards of three thoufand years; when laid m 
the balance of eternity ? it vanifhes pont nothing. Nay, 
What is the duration of the everlafiing hills, figuratively fo 
éalled, which have remained ever fince rs general deluge, 
if not from the foundation of the world, in comparifon of 
¢ternity ? No more than an infignificant cypher. Go far- 
sher 
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; ther yet. Confider the duration, from the creation of the 
firft-born fons of GOD, of Michael the archangel in parti- 
cular, to the hour when he fhall be commiffioned to found 
his trumpet, and to utter his mighty voice through the 
yault of heaven, “ Arife, ye dead, and come to judgment ! ” 
: Is it neta moment, a point, a nothing, in comparifon of 
| unfathomable eternity ? Add to this a thoufand, a million 
of years, add a million, a million of millions of ages, be- 
fore the mountains were brought forth, or the earth and 
the round world were made: what is all this, in compari- 
fon of that eternity which is paft? Is it not lefs, infinitely 
lefs, than a fingle drop of water to the whole ocean? Yea, 
immeafurably lefs, than a day, an hour, a moment, to a 
million of ages. Goback a thoufand millions ftill. Yet 
you are no nearer the beginning of eternity. 

g. Are we able to form a more adequate conception of 
eternity to come ? In order to this, let us compare it with 
the feveral degrees of duration, which we are acquainted 
with, An epbemeron fly lives fix hours, from fix in the 
evening to twelve. This is a fhort life compared to that 
ofa man, which continues threefcore or fourfcore years. 
And this itfelf 1s fhort, if it be compared to the nine hun- 
dred and fixty-mine years of Methufelak. Yet what are 
thefe years, yea, all that have fucceeded each other, from 
the time that the heavens and the earth were erected, to 
the tume when the heavens fhall pafs away, andthe earth 
with the works of it fhall be burnt up, if we compare them 
to the length of that duration, which never fhall have an 
end ! 

10. In order to illuftrate this, a late author has repeated 
that ftriking thought of St. Cyprian. Suppofe there were 
aball of fand, as large as the globe of earth: fuppofe a 
grain of this fand were to be annihilated, reduced to no- 
thing, in a thoufand years: yet that whole fpace of time 
wherein this ball would be annihilating, at the rate of one 
grain in a thoufand years, would bear infinitely lefs pro- 
Portion to eternity, duration without end, than a fingle grain 
of fand would bear to all:that mafs, 
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11. To infix this important point the more deeply in 
your mind, confider another comparifon. Suppofe the 
ocean to be fo enlarged, as to include all the {pace between 
the earth ani the flarry heavens. Suppofe a drop of this 
water to be annilulated, once ina thoufand years: yet that 
whole {pace of time, in which this ocean would be annibi. 
lating, at the rate of one drop in a thoufand years, would 
be infinitely lefs in proportion to eternity, than one drop 
of water to that whole ocean, 

Look then at thofe inumortal {pirits, whether they are in 
this, or the other world. When they fhall have lived thov. 
fands of thoufands of years, yea, millions of millions of 
ages, their duration will be but juft begun: they will be 
only upon the threfhold of eternity. 

12. But befides this divifion of eternity into that which 
is paft and that which is to come, there is another divifion 
of eternity, which is of unfpeakable importance.  ‘Tliat 
which is to come, as it relates to immortal [pirits, is either 

a happy or a miferable eternity, 

13. See the fpirits of the righteous, that are already 
praifing GOD in a happy eternity. We are ready to fay, 
how fhort willit appear, to thofe who drink of the rivers of 
pleafure at GOD’s mght hand ? We are ready to cry out, 


* A day without night 
They dwell in his fight, 
And eternity feems as a day !” 


But this is only {peaking after the manner of men. For the 
meafures of long and fhort, are only applicable to time, 
which admits of bounds, and not to unbounded duration. 
This rolls on (according to our low conceptions) with un- 
uttefable, inconceivable fwiftnefs: if one would not rather 
fay, it does not roll, or moye at all, but is one, ftill, im- 
moveable ocean. For the inhabitants of heaven cea/e net 
day or night, but continually cry, holy, holy, holy, is the Lord, 
the GOD, the Almighty: who was, and who is, and who 
io come! And when millions of millions of ages are elapy 
fed, their eternity is but juft begun, 


14. On 
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14. On the other hand, in what a condition are thofe im- 
mortal fpirits, which have made choice of a miferable cter- 
nity ? I fay, made choice: fur it is impoffible this thould 
be the lot of any créature, but by his own aét and deed. 
The day is coming, when every fou! will be couftrained to 
acknowledge, in the fight of men and angels, 


“‘ No dire decree of thine did feal, 
Or fix th’ unalterable doom ; 
Confign my unborn foul to hell, 
Or damn me from my mother’s womb.” 


In what condition will fuch a fpirit be, after the fentence 
isexecuted, Depart, ye curfed, into everlafling fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels? Suppole him to be juit now 
plunged into the lake of frre, burning wrth brimflone, where 
they have no reft day or night, Lut the fnoke of their torment 
afcend:th up for ever and ever. Yor ever and ever! Why, 
if we were only to be chained down one day, yea, one hour, 
ina lake of fire, how amazingly long would one day, or 
one hour appear? I know not if it would not feem as a 
thoufand years. But, aftonifhing thought! After thoufands 
of thoufands, he has but juft tafled of his bitter cup! After 
millions, it will be no nearer the end, than it was the mo- 
ment it began. 

15. What then is he, how foolifh, how mad, in how un- 
utterable a degree of diftra&lion, who feeming to have the 
underflanding of aman, deliberately prefers temporal things 
to eternal ? Who (allowing that abfurd, impoflible fuppofi- 
tion, that wickednefs is happinefs: a fuppofition utterly 
contrary to all reafon, as well as to matter of fat) prefers 
the happinefs of a year, fay a thoufand years, to the hap- 
pinefs of eternity ? In comparifon of which, a thoufand 
ages are infinitely lefs than a year, a day, a moment? Ef- 
pecially when we take this into the confideration (which in- 
deed fhould never be forgotten) that the refufing of a happy 
eternity implies, the choofing of a miferable eternity. For 
there is not, cannot be any medium between everlafting joy 
and everlafting pain. It is a vain thought, which fome 
| have 
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have entertained, that death will put an end to the foul ag 
well as the body. It will put an end to neither the one nor 
the other ; it will only alter the manner of their exiftence, 
But when the body returns to the duft as it was, the fprit 
will return to GOD that gave zt. Therefore at the moment 
of death, it muft be unfpeakably happy or unfpeakably mife. 
rable. And that mifery will never end. 


* Never! When finks the foul at the dread found, 
Into a gulf how dark, and how profound!” 


How often would he who had made the wretched choice, 
with for tie death both of his foul and body. It is not im. 
poffible, he might pray in fome fuch manner as Dr. Young 
{uppofes, 


* ‘When I have writh’d ten thoufand years in fire, 
Ten thoufand, thoufand, let me then expire !” 


16. Yet this unfpeakable folly, this unutterable madnef,, 
of preferring prefent things to eternal, is the difeafe of every 
man, born into the world, while in his natural ftate. Fog 
fuch is the conftitution of our nature, that as the eye fees 
only fuch a portion of {pace at once, fo the mind fees only 
fuch a portion of time at once. And as all the fpace that 
lies beyond this, is invifible to the eye, fo all the time 
which lics beyond that compafs, is invifible to the mind. 
SoAbat we do not perceive either the {pace or the time, 
which is ata diftance from us. The eye fees diftin&tly the 
{pace that is near it, with the objeéts which it contains 
In like manner, the mind fees diftinétly thofe objeéts which 
are within fuch a diftance of time. The eye does not fee 
the beauties of Chzna. They are at too great a dilftance. 
There is too great a {pace between us and them: therefore 
we are not affefted by them. They are as nothing to 
us: it is juft the fame to us, as if they had no being. 
For the fame reafon the mind does not fee either the beau- 
ties or the terrors of eternity. We are notat all affected by 
them, becaufe they are fo diflant from us. On this account 


it is, that they appear to us as nothing : juft as if they had no 
exiflence. 
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exiftence. Mean time we are wholly taken up with things 

refeat, whether in time or fpace; and things appear lefs 
and lefs as they are more and more diftant from us, either 
in one refpect or the other. And foit muff be; fuch is the 
conftitution of our nature, till nature is changed by almighty 
grace. But this is no manner of excufe for thofe who conti- 
nue in their natural blindnefs to futurity : becaufe a remedy 
for itis provided, which is found by all that feek it. Yea, 
it is freely given to all that fincerely afk it. 

17. This remedy is faith, Ido not mean, that which is 
the faith of a heathen, who believes that there 1s a GOD, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently feek him; 
but that which is defined by the apoitle, An evidence, or 
conviction, of things not feen: a divine evidence and con- 
yiction of the invifible and eternal world. This alone opens 
the eyes of the underftanding, to fee GOD and the things 
of GOD. This, as it were, takes away, or renders tran{- 
parent, the impenetrable vail, 


“ ‘Which hangs “twixt mortal and immortal being.” 
When 


“ Faith lends its realizing light, 
The clouds difperfe, the fhadows fly : 
The invifible appears in fight, 


And GOD is feen by mortal. eye.” 


Accordingly, a believer (in the fcriptural fenfe) lives in 
eternity, and walks in eternity. His profpeét is enlarged. 
His view is not any longer bounded by prefent things: no, 
nor by an earthly hemifphere, though it were as Milton 
fpeaks, “* tenfold the length of this terrene.” Faith places the 
unfeen, the eternal world continually before his face. Con- 
fequently he looks not at the things that are feen: 


“Wealth, honour, pleafure, or what elfe, 
This fhort-enduring world can give.” 


Thefe are not his aim, the obje& of his purfuit, his defire 
Or happinefs: but at the things that are not feen; at the 
Nn favour, 
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favour, the image and the glory of GOD: as well knows 
ing that the things which are fren are temporal, a Vapour, a 
ihadow, a dream, that vanifhes away ; whereas the things 
that are not Jeen are etérnad, real, folid, unchangeable. 

18. What then can be a fitter employment for a wife 
man, than to meditate upon thefe things ? Frequently to 
expand his thoughts, “ beyond the bounds of this diurnal 
{fphere,” and to expatiate above even the ftarry heavens, 
in the fields of etermty? What a means might it be, to 
confirm his contempt of the poor, little things of earth? 
Wher a man of huge poffeflions was boafting to his friend 
of the largenefs of his eftate, Socrates defired him to bring 
a map of thie earth, and to point out Attica therein. When 
this was done (although not very eafily, as it was a fmall 
country) he next defired Alcibzades to point out his own e. 
itate therein. When he could not do this, it was eafy to 
obferve how trifling the poffeflions were, in which he had 
fo prided himfelf, in comparifon of the whole earth! How 
applicable is this to the prefent cafe. Does any one value 
himfelf on his earthly pofleffions ? Alas! what is the whole 
globe of earth, to the infinity of fpace? a mere fpeck of 
creation. And what is the life of man, yea, the duration 
of the earth itfelf, but a {peck of time, if it be compared to the 
length of eternity? Think of this! let it fink into your 
thought; ull you have fome conception, however imper- 
fet, of 


That ‘* boundlefs, fathomlefs abyfs, 
Without a bottom o1 a fhore,” 


19. But if naked eternity, fo to fpeak, be fo vaft, fo 
aftortifhing an objeét, as even to overwhelm your thought, 
how dees it ftill enlarge the idea, to behold it clothed with 
either happinefs or mifery! Eternal blifs or pain! Everlalt- 
ing happinefs, or everlafling mifery ? One would think it 
would {wallow up every other thought, in every reafona- 
ble creature. Allow me.only this, * Thou art on the 
brink of either a happy or miferable eternity :” thy Crea- 
tor 
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ator bids thee now ftretch out thy hand, either to the one 
or the other: and one would imagine no rational creature 
could think on any thing elfe. One would fuppofe, that 
this fingle point would engrofs his whole attention... Cer- 
tainly it ought fo to do: certainly if thefe things are fo, 
there can be but one thing needful. O let you and I at 
leaft, whatever others do, chufe that better part which fhall 
never be taken away from us! 

20. Before I clofe this fubje&, permit me to touch upon 
two remarkable paffages in. the pfaims (one in the 8th, the 
other in the 144th, } which beara near relation to it. . The 
former is, When I confider thy heavens; the work of thy 
fingers ; the moon and the flars, which thou haft ordained: 
what is man that thou art mindful of him? and the fon of 
man, that thou vifiteft him? Here man is confidered as a 
cypher, a point compared to immenfity, The latter is, 
Lord, what is man, that thou haft fuch ref{pe unto him? 
Man ts like a thing of nought; his time paffeth away like 
a fhadow ! In the bible tranflation, the words are flronger 
fill. What is man, that thou takeft knowledge of him? Or the 
Jan of man, that thou makeft account ef him ? Here the pfalmift 
feems to confider the life of man as a moment, a nothing 
compared to eternity. Is not the purport of the former, 
How can he that filleth heaven and earth, tase knowledge of 
fuch an atom as man? How is it that he is not utterly loft 
in the immenfity of GOD’s works? Is not the purport of 
the latter, How can he that inhabiteth eternity, ftoop to re- 
gard the creature of a day ? One whofe life pafleth away 
like a thadow ? Is not this a thought which has ftruck many 
ferious minds, as well as it did David’s, and createda kind 
of fear, left they fhould be forgotten before him, who grafps 
all {pace and all eternity ? But dogs not this fear arife from 
a kind of fuppofition, that GOD is fuch a one as ourfelves ? 
If we confider boundlets {pace or boundlef{s duration, ‘we 
fhrink into nothing before it. But GOD isnot aman, A 
day, a million of ages are the fame with him, Therefore 
there is the fame difproportion between him and any finite 
bging, as between him and the creatureofaday. There: 
fore 
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fore whenever that thought recurs, whenever you are tempt. 
edto fear, left you fhould be forgotten before the immenfe, 
the eternal GOD, remember that nothing is little or great, 
that no duration is long or fhort, before him. Remember 
that GOD ita prefdet fingults ficut uniwerfis, & univerfs 
freut fingulis. That he prefides over every individual, as 
over the univerfe; and the univerfe, as over each individual, 


So that you may boldly fay, 


Father, how wide thy glories fhine, 
Lord of the univerfe and mine ! 

Thy goodnefs watches o’er the whole, 
As all the world were but one foul; 
Yet counts my ev’ry facred hair, 


As I remain’d thy fingle care ! 
Epworth, June 28, 1786. 








— erretie, {Pee 
The addres of the BISHOPS of the Method:ft-Eprfcopal 
Church. 
To the PresipENT of the UNITED STATES. 


SIR, 
W: thebifhops of the Methodift-Epifcopal church, hum- 

bly beg leave, in the name of our fociety colleétively 
in thefe United States, to exprefs to you the warm feelings of 
our hearts, and our fincere congratulations, on your ap- 
pointment to the prefidentfhip of thefe ftlates. We are con- 
{cious from the fignal proofs you have already given, that 
you are a friend of mankind ; and under this eftablifhed idea, 
place as full a confidence in your wifdom and integrity, 
for the prefervation of thofe civil and religious liberties 
which have been tranfmitted to us by the providence of 
GOD, and the glorious revolution, as we believe, ought 
to be repofed in man. 

We have received the moft grateful fatisfaftion, from the 
humble and entire dependance'on the Great Governor of the 
univerfe which you have repeatedly expreffed, acknowledg- 
ing 
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ing him the fource of every blefling, and particularly of the 
moft excellent conftitution of thefe ftates, which is at pre- 
fent the admiration of the world, and may in future become 
its great examplar for imitation: and hence we enjoy a 
holy expeétation that you will always prove a faithful and 
impartial patron of genuine, vital religion—the grand end 
of our creation and prefent probationary exiftence. And 
we promife you our fervent prayers to the throne of grace, 
that GOD Almighty may endue you with all the graces 
and gifts of his Holy Spirit, that may enable you to fill up 
your important flation to his glory, the good of his church, 
the happinefs and profperity of the United States, and the 
welfare of mankind. 
Signed in behalf of the Methodift-Epifcopal church, 
THOMAS COKE, 
FRANCIS ASBURY. 
Jew-York, May 19, 1789. 


To which the PRESIDENT was pleafed to give the follow- 
ang Anfwer : 
To the Bisnops of the Methodift-Epifcopal church in the 
United States of America. 
Gentlemen, 

I return to you individually, and (through you) to your 
fociety colleétively in the United States, my thanks for the 
demonftration of affe€tion, and the expreffions of joy ‘of- 
fered in their behalf, on my late appointment. It fhall ftill 
be my endeavour to manifeft the purity of my inclinations 
for promoting the happinefs of mankind ; as well as the fin- 
cerity of my defires to contribute whatever may be in my 
power towards the prefervation of the civil and religious 
liberties of the American people. In purfuing this line of 
conduét, I hope by the afliftance of Divine Providence, not 
altogether to difappoint the confidence which you have been 
Pleafed to repofe in me. It always affords me fatisfaétion, 
when I find a concurrence in fentiment and praétice between 
all confcientious men, in acknowledgments of homage to 
the Great Governor of the univerfe, and in profeffions of 
: {upport 
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fupport toa juft civil government. . After mentioning that 
I truft the people of every denomination, who demean 
themfelyes as good citizens, will have occafion to be convin. 
ced, that I thall always ftrive to prove a faithful and impar- 
tial patron of genuine, vital religion; I muft aflure you 
in particular that I take in the kindeft part the promife you 
make of prefenting your prayers at the throne of grace for 
me, and I likewife implore the Divine benediétions on your. 
felves and your religious community. 


G. WASHINGTON, 
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The Journat of THOMAS COKE, Bifhop of the 3 
Methodift-Ep:/copal Church, 
From September 18, 1784, to June 3, 1785. I 
th 
[Continued from Page 244.] ms 
of 
ROWN’s chapel, Sufex county, Thurfday, November 
18, Here I enforced the meceffity of the power of re 
godlinefs to a tolerable congregation in the midft of a forel. §& of 


Moore’s chapel, Suffex, Friday 19. I preached alfo to. FR af 
day toa tolerable congregation in the midft of a foreft. 


Quantico chapel, Somer/et county, flate of Maryland, Su & A 
turday and Sunday 20, 21. Near this chapel I was kindly ef 
entertained by one Mrs, Walters, a widow-lady of conlide- p 
rable fortune, but not in connexion, The chapel is mof 
beautifully fituated in a foreft, and the congregations were ne 
very large both Saturday and Sunday. On the Lord’s day, 
the chapel could not contain the people. li 

Annameffex chapel, Somerfet, .Monday 22. This day w 
I alfo preached to a tolerable congregation in a foreft. It e' 
is quite romantic to fee fuch numbers of horfes faftened to — 
the trees. Being engaged in all the moft folemn exerciles p 
of religion for three or four hours every day, and that in la 


the middle of the day, I hardly know the day of the week, 
every day appearing to me like the Lord’s day. 
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Tuefday 
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 Tuefday 23. This day I preached at a chapel, called 
Lower-chapel, to the firft inattentive congregation I have 
met with in America. There is indeed a little fociety here, 
which feemed to be all attention, whilft I pointed out the 
neceflity of being redeemed from all imaquity. In the after. 
fioon I preached at the houfe of Dr. Rodinfon, a phyfician, 
and one of our local preachers: here they were very atten- 
tive. 

Accomach county, tate of Virginia, Wednefday 24. This 
day I preached at Downzng’s at noon, and Burton's in the 
evening. In this part of the country we have no preaching. 
houfes, the work being of very fhort ftanding, from one 
year to four :. but they talk of building, and I encouraged 
them. : 

Thurfday 25. We rode to-day to Parramor’s. Here 
1 had a {mall congregation. The clergy in general in 
thefe parts, never ftir out to church even on a Sunday, if 
itrains. The people, I am told, expetted me to be one 
of thofe lazy fellows. 

Saturday 27. After vifiting brother Burton, I this day 
returned back to brother Parramor’s, preaching at the houfé 
of one Mr. Garret/on in my way, and at Parramor’s in the 
afternoon. 

Sunday 28. I read prayers and preached this day at 
Accomack, in the court-houfe ; and in the afternoon return- 
edto and preached at Jkn Burton’s with a good deal of 
power, blefled be GOD. 

Monday 29. I preached at one John Purnell’s. Ihave 
now had the pleafure of hearing Harry preach feveral times. 

Tuefday 30. At noon I preached in the court-houfe at a 
little town called Snow-hill, to a {mall congregation, mott of 
whom, I fuppofe, were almoft as dead as ftones: and in the 
evening toa little lively congregation, at the houfe ofone Law. 

Wednefday, December 1. I preached this day in a cha- 
pel of ours in a foreft, called Line-chapel.. Here I had a 
large, lively congregation, baptized a great many children, 
and adminiftered the facrament to many communicants. 
For a week paft I have*been in a barren country for the 
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gofpel, but;am now, blefled be GOD, got again into the 


heart of methodif{m. 
Thurfday 2. To-day I rode through heavy rain and through 
the forefis about thirty miles to Mr. Airey’s, in Dor jei 
county, in the flate of Maryland : a moft excellent and preci. 
ous man, and our moft valuable friend. Ee has an high efleem 
for our dear father Mr. Wefley; ,and is a leader of a clafs of 
about thirty members. He was the grand fupporter of the 
preachers in this country during the late conteft. When two 
of them were.imprifoned, becaufe they would not take the 
oaths, he went to Annapolis, and got dilcharges for them 
from the governor and council, He would have opened a 
correfpondence with Mr. W-fley before this, but he thinks 
it would be intruding on his invaluable moments, and there. 
fore dare.notdo it. He is a moft hearty friend of the new 
pian. Indeed he has entered into the deep. things of GOD, 
This man would no more have committed wilful rebellion, 
than murder: and yet he was a. friend to the revolution 
He had no more idea than many others, that the Englijh ] 
government, whenever diftrefs came upon them like an 
armed. man, had any right to throw their burdens on this P 
country. In this place I had a very lively congregation. ] 
As I had alfo at brother Vickar’s on Saturday the 4th, t 
f 
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where Il adminiftered the facrament. 

Cambridge, Sunday 5. In this place, which has_ been 
remarkable above any other on the continent for perfecut- t 
on, there arofe a great difpute whether I fhould preach m ¥ 
the church or not. The ladies in general were for it, but 


the gentlemen againft it, and the gentlemen prevailed. Ac 0 
cordingly the church door was locked up. ¢ 

Dr. Allen’s, Monday 6. I preached this day at noon at & 
a place called Bolingbroke... Our chapel is fituate in@ n 
neighbouring foreft. Perhaps Ihave in this little tou me 
baptized more children and adults than I fhould have done al 

in my whole life, if fationed in an Engli/h parith. l 

had this morning a great efcape in crofling a broad fem: th 
After fetting off, Harry perfuaded me to return back and n 
leave our horfes behind us, to be fent alter me the new w 


day, 
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day, on account of the violence of the wind. I have hardly 
g doubt but we fhould have been drowned, if we had not 
taken that flep. We were in confiderable danger as it was : 
and if my heart did not deceive me, I calmly and fincerely 
prayed that GOD would drown me and take me to himfelf, 
ifthe peculiar work in which I am engaged, was not for his 
glory. Dr. Aifen is a phyfician of fome eminence in thefe 
parts, and a moft precious man, of good fenfe, and of 
great fimplicity. I fuppofe we have a dozen phyficians in 
our fociety on this continent. One of the ferrymen, of 
that dangerous ferry, (who, I fuppofe, owns the boat) is 
half a methodift ; and he therefore fupplied us with a couple 
of horfes to Bolingbroke, which 1s about feven miles from 
the ferry :-and one William Frazer carried me in his car- 
riage from Bolingbroke to Dr, Allen’s. He and his wile 
have been awakened: but, {ays he to me, we have neither 
of us found the dSleffing. 

Tuefday 7. I-preached to-day in a large church, at 2 
place called Bayfide. ‘The congregation was very large. 

Wednefday 8. This morning | preached, &c. to a lively 
congregation at Yuckeho chapel, in a foreft. Thefe are, 
I think, the beft fingers I have met with in America. In 
the afternoon I went to brother Hepper’s. One of our 
preachers was taken up in-this county, becaufe he would 
not take the oaths of allegiance, and brother Downs told 
the preacher he was obliged to imprifon him, but that he 
would turn his own houfe into his prifon. 

Kent-Ifland, Thurfday 9, Here I was obliged to preach 
out of doors. The very man who publifhed me in the 
church, and who is one of the veftry, and one of the prin- 
sipal men in the ifland, fhut the doors of the church again 
me. Many people, J believe, who had no regard for the 
Methodifts, were filled with indignation. _ But the natural 
and fpiritual fun, bleffed be GOD, fhone upon many of us, 

Friday 10. J preached at brather Hopper'’s houfe ; but 
the houfe would not hold the people, and many, who could 
mot come within hearing went away. ‘This afternoon I 
Went to vifit one brother Chairs, about two years ago a fa- 
O 9 mous 
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mous foxhunter, and now a leader of a clals, and one of the 
moft zealous men in the country, It is remarkable, tha 
his foxhounds, though he took equal care of them, left him 
one after another, in about two months after he gave over 
hunting. 

Church-hill, Saturday 11. Here I preached in a-church 
in {pite of the bigots ; the veftry giving me an invitation, 

New-Town, Sunday 12. I preached in this town ‘to 
three large congregations. The preaching-houfe would not 
hold above half the congregation, I think, in the afternoon: 
fo, after reading prayers in the pulpit, I preached at the 
door. The clergyman had but few, I believe, in the 
charch. 

Near the Chefapeak, Monday 13. At noonT preached, 
baptized and adminiftered at a place called Kent chapel, 
and at three preached at Vorton chapel, toa large congre. 
gation. 

Tuefday 14. We crofled the bay, and at the other fide 
were met by Mr. Dallam, 1 have prevailed upon him to 
give, in land, £. 250 currency towards the college, (for that 
is to be its name.) Mr. A/bury met me this fide of th 
bay. Between us we have got about £. 1000 fterling fub- 
{cribed towards the college. 

Gunpowder chapel, Wednefday 15. 1 preached here to 
a {mall congregation, but moft of them I believe were red 
chriftians, I found myfelf uncommonly enlarged on the 
doftrine of chriftian perfeétion: and we had a refrething 
fhower at the facrament. I fpent the remainder of the day 
at our kind brother Wa/ters’s, well known to brother Ranétn. 

Thurfday 16. We returned this day to brother Dallam’s, 
where I preached and adminiftered the Lord’s fupper to am 
attentive people. 

Friday 17. We now fet off for our friend’s Mr. Gough. 
His new manfion-houfe, which he has lately built, is reck- 
oned one of the moft elegant in the thirteen ftates. 

Baltimore, Friday, Dec. 24.—Jan. 2, 1785. On Chrift- 
mas-eve we opened our conference: which has continued 
ten days. I admire the body of American preachers. We 
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had-near fixty of them prefent. The whole number is 81. 
They are indeed a body of devoted, difinterefted men, but 
moft, of them young. The fpirit in which they condufted 
themfelves in chufing the elders, was moft pleafing. I be- 
lieve they a€ted without being at all influenced either by 
friendfhip, or refentment, or prejudice, both in chufing and 
rejetting. One elder was eleéted for Antigua, Jeremiah 
Lamburt : two for Nova-Scotta, Freeborn Garret/on, and 
James Cromwell ; and ten for the ftates, John Tunnell, Fohn 
Haggerty, James O'Kelly, Le Roy Cole, William Gill, Nei- 


fon Reed, Henry Willis, Reuben Ellts, Richard Ivey, and 


Beverly Allen. They alfo eleéted three deacons, ohn 
Dickins, Caleb Boyer, and Ignatius Pigman. Brothers Tun~ 
nell, Willis, and Allen, of the eletted elders, were not prefent 
at. the conference; nor brother Boyer of the deacons. The 
Lord, I think, was peculiarly prefent whilft I was preach- 
ing my two paftoral fermons; the firft when I ordained 
brother A/bury a bifhop, the fecond when we ordained the 
elders. GOD was indeed pleafed to honour me before the 
people. At /x every morning one of the preachers gave the 
people a fermon: the weather was exceedingly cold, and 
therefore brother A/bury thought it beft to indulge the peo- 
ple: and our morning congregations held out and were 
good to.the laft. At noon I preached; except on the Sun- 
days and other ordination-days, when the fervicé began at 
ten oclock, it generally lafling on thofe occafions four 
hours: and the chapel was full every time. At fx in the 
evening, a travelling-preacher preached in the Town chapel, 
another in the Point chapel, (a chapel about half a mile out 
of town) and another in the Dutch church, which the pious 
minifter (Mr. Ottzrbine) gave us the ufe of in the evenings 
during the conference. (Brother Afbury has fo high an 
opinion of Mr. Qéterbine, that we admitted him, at brother 
Afbury’s defire, to lay his hands on brother A/bury with us, 
on his being ordained bifhop.) By this means the congrega- 
tions were divided: otherwife we fhould not have had half 
room enough for the people, who attended in the evening. 
Our friends in Baltimore were fo kind as to put up a large 
flove, 
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flove, and to back feveral of the feats, that we might hold 
our confetence comfortably. »Before I left the town, J 
inet our principal friends, who promifed me to put up 4g 


gallery in our Lown church (for fo we call our preaching: 
oufes now) immediately. 

One of the week-days at noon, I made a colleétion te. 
wards affifttng our brethren who are going to Nova-Scotia 
and Antiqua: and our friends generoufly gave Sifty pounds 
currency, (£.90 ftesling.) 

January, Monday 3, 1785. Omthis day I left Badtzmore, 
and came'to our good friend Mr. Gough’s, but had the cold 

eit ride I ever rode. 

January, Tuefday 4. I rode with feveral of my brethren 
to the fide of the Che/aprak-Bay, but found it fo frozenowe 
could not pafs. Here an hofpitable planter took in four of 
us, and kitdly entertained us. 

Wednefday 5. I returned to Abingdon. Brother Dallam 
had buried hts father-in-law that very day, and his houfe was 
full of carrfal relations ; fo I flopt at our good brother Toy's 
the filverfmith : however, I preached a faneral fermom in 
Mr. Dallam’s houfe, and was heatd with great attention. 
¥ now gave orders that the materials fhould be got for 
building the college. 

Friday 7+ We this day came to ore Barton's, a local 
preacher, formerly a Quaker: he is a precions old man, 
and loves GOD, I believe, with all his heart. 

January 8—+1g. Philadelphia. In this city I find my- 
felf perfe&ly at home. One thing worthy of notice hap- 
pened here—one of our filters who belonged to the Dutch- 
church, was particularly prejudiced againf our liturgy, 
but received whilft I was reading of it, one of the greateft 
manifeftations of GOD’s love fhe had ever enjoyed in her 
life, and went away as much prejudiced in favour of it 
as fhe was before againft it. 

Thurfday 20. Princeton, fiate of Frfey. 1. have had 
the pleafure of Mr. Fones’s company from Philadelphia to 
New-York, where the congrefs is going to fit. He intro- 
duced ine this-evening to Dr. Smith, a Prefbyterian mint 
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fier, fon-in-law to Dr. Wither/poon, a very candid, fenfi- 
ble atid'pious man. We lie to-night at his houfe. 

January 22.—February 6. New-York, We expe&ed 
that this fociety would have made the greateft oppofition 
to our plan, but on the contrary they have been the moft 
forward to promote it. ‘They have already put up a read- 
ing-detk, and railed in a communion-table, and’ alfo pur 
chafed a burial-ground. I have united fome bands‘here. 
The affiftant has promifed me to continue -the morning- 
preaching faithfully. I have now given over all thoughts of 
going to the We/t- Indies: but have taken a fhip for: brother 
Lamburt our elder : he is an excellent young man, and will, 
I truft, be a great bleiling in that country. Here I pub- 
lithed, at the defire of the conference, my fermon on the 
Godhead of Chrift. Perhaps it was in fome meafure ex- 
pedient ; as fome of our enemies began to whifper that we 
were énemies to the dofétrine of the Trinity,  becaufe’ we 
left.out the Athanafan and Nicene creeds in our liturgy. 
The general minutes I publifhed in Philadelphia, 1 took 
fhipping for brother Garret/on, to go to Hallifax in Novas 
Scotia, and left fome money for brother Cromwell, who is 
foon to follow him. Our friends in Philadelphia and New- 
York, gave me fixty pounds currency for the miflionaries, 
fo that upon the whole I have not been above three or 
four pounds out of pocket on their account. 

February, Monday 7, | left New-York; and on Tuefs 
day, February 8, reached Trenton, (ftate of erfey.) In 
my way I dined with my kind hofpitable friend Dr. Smith, 
he would have opened his meeting-houfe to me, if 1 could 
have ftaid. At Trenton I had but a {mall congregation and 
about twenty hearers in the morning. 

Wednefday 9. 1 went to Burlington. Here the veftry 
opened to me the church. 

Friday 11. New-Mills. My congregation in this cha- 
pel was not large, but very ferious. Surely this place will 
have thuch to anfwer for. Such faithful preaching thefe 
fixteen years. 

Philadel phtas 
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Philadelphia, February 12—-14. They are now going in 
reality to plaifter our church here: the {caffolding is. als 
ready put ups I have united, many in bands ; and they 
feem to be in good earneft. about it, determined to meet, 
There is certainly a confiderable revival in this city, 

Walmington, ftate of Delaware, Tuefday 15. At noon 
I preached:.in Chefler town in the court-houfe, and dined 
with Mrs. Withey the kind landlady mentioned in a former 
letter. Inthe evening I had a large congregation at Wil. 
mungton, and alfo at five in the morning: there is a conf. 
derable revival here. From hence I went to Duck-Creeh; 
to Dover. (Mr, Baffet’s); to brother White's, the chief juf. 
tice ; to. Tuckaho (brother Downs’s ;) to brother Hopper's; 
to Sadler's, Crofs-Roads; to. New-Towns then over the 
Chefapeak-Bay to Abingdon, (poor Mr. Dadlam’s wife lies 
dangeroufly ill, and his fondnefs for her is fuch, that he by 
no means feems prepared to receive the fhock of her death;) 
from thence to Mr. Gough’s; and then to Baltimore, Bro 
ther Gough has laid afide his intentions of going to England, 
for which Lam not forry. 

Baltzmore,. February 26.—March 6. There is certainly 
a confiderable revival here; the preaching-houfe will not 
hold even my week-days congregations. And at five in the 
morning the chapel is about halt-full, I think 1 have pre- 
vailed. on our friends in this place to build a new church, 
They have already fub{cribed about five hundred pounds 
fierling. Here I have printed, according to the defire of 
the conference, the fubftance of a fermon which I preachs 
ed at the ordination of brother d/bury to the office of a 
bifhop. . It confifts of two parts, 1ft. A vindication of our 
conduft, adly. The charatterifticks of a chriftian bifhop. 
There is nothing in the world, I think, about which I find 
more reluctance, than the becoming an author, but they, 
force me into it. I have. now formed the believers in this 
place into bands. 

March, Monday 7. Elkridge. 1 preached here in the 
church to a tolerable congregation, and in the evening # 


the houfe of Mr. Dor/ey. I have now no engagement 
on 
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én my hands for between two and three hundred miles, fo 

1 muft poft on as faft as T can. 

Bladenfburgh, March, Tuefday 8. This day I loft my 
way in the woods, and after riding ten miles out of my 
road, came to a hofpitable tavern-keeper, who entertained 
me and my horfe gratzs. After fome queftions he obferved, 
“| fuppofe you are one of the bifhops who go about under 
the authority of the congrefs to ordain.” I told him that 
J was one of thofe who lately ordained at Baltimore. 

March, Wednefday 9. In my ride this morning to Alex- 
andria, (Virginia) through the woods, I have ‘had one of 
the moft romantic fcenes that ever I beheld. Yefterday 
there was a very heavy fall of fnow and hail and fleet. The 
fall of fleet was fo great, that the trees feemed to be ‘trees 
of ice. So beautiful a fight of the kind I never faw before. 
At Alexandria 1 met with poor John Shaw, who lives with 
brother Bujhby. 1 vifited in this place General Roberdeav. 
He is not in fociety, but loves us moft affe€tionately. 

“And now I am going to open a folemn fcene indeed! 
May GOD deeply imprefsit on my heart. We had this 
day a very fudden thaw. 1 had two runs of water (as they 
are called) to crofs between Alexandria and Colchefler, which 
fwell exceedingly on any thaw or fall of rain? but being 
earneftly defirous to get into my work, I determined té 
proceed on my journey. One of our friends ‘fent me over 
the firft run, and every body informed me,-I could eafily 
crofs the fecond, if I croffed the firft. When I came to 
the fecond, (which was perhaps two hours after I croffed 
the firft} I found that I had two ftreams to pafs. The firft 
I went over without much danger: but in croffing the fet 
cond, “which was very ftrong, and very deep, I did not ob: 
ferve that a tree brought down by the flood, lay acrofs the 
fanding-place. I endeavoured, but in vain, (when I camé 
to the tree) to drive my horfe againft the ftream, and gd 
round the tree. 1 was afraid to turn my horfe’s head té 
the fiream, and afraid to go back. In this dilemma, I 
thought it moft prudent for me to lay hold on the tree, 
und ‘go over it, the water being fhallow on the other fide 
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of the trec. But I did not advert to the danger of loofening 
the tree from its hold. For no fooner did I execute m 

purpofe fo far as to lay hald onthe tree, (and that inftany 
the horfe was carried from under me) but the mation which 
I gave it, loofened it, and down the ftream it inftantly car, 
ried me. About fifteen yards, or twenty yards off, there 
grew up a tree in the middle of the ftream, the root af 
which had formed a little bank or ifland, and divided the 
ftream ; and here the tree which I held, was ftopped. In. 
fiantly there came down with the flood, a tree or large branch 
of a tree upon my back, which was fo heavy, that I was 
afraid it would break my back. Here I was, jammed up 
for a confiderable time, (a few minutes appeared long at 
fuch atime) expeGting that my ftrength would foon be ex 
haufted, and I thould drop between the tree and the branch, 
and be drowned. Here I pleaded aloud with GOD in good 
earneft: one promife which I pleaded, I remember well, 
* Lo, I will be with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” I felt no fear at all of the pain of dying, or of 
death itfelf, or of hell, and yet 1 found an unwillingness 
to die. It was an awful time! However, through the 
bleffing of my Almighty Preferver, (to whom be all the 
glory!) I at laff got my knee, which I long endea 
voured at in vain, on the tree which I grafped, and then 
foon difengaged myfelf, and got upon the little bank, Here 
I panied for breath for fome time; and when I recovered, 
perceiving the water between the little ifland and the fhore 
not to be very deep, or very ftrong, I ventured through 1, 
and got toland. I was now obliged to walk about a mile 
fhivering, before I got toa houfe. The mafter and miftrels 
were from home, and were not expected to return that 
night. But the principal negro lent me an old ragged thut 
and coat, waiitcoat, breeches, &c. and they made a large 
fire, and hung my clothes up to dry all night. Before bed: 
time, aman, who came to the run on a finall horfe, and 
perceived my horfe near the brook, and concluded the rider 
was drowned; and wanted to crofs the ftream on urgent 
- bufinefs, mounted my horfe, and being well ee 
wil 
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with the run, came over fafe: and perceiving the footfteps 
of a ‘péifon from the fide of the water, he concluded it was 
the perfon to whom the horfe. belonged, and following the 
track, brought horfe and bags all fate to me. As he wasa 
poor man, { gave him half a guinea. The horfé was the 
{fame eafy, charming creature which Mrs. Gough lent me to 
go to Philadelphia. At night I lay on a bed on the ground, 
and my ftrength having ied fo exhaufted flept foundly ail 
the night. Thus was Y wonderfully preferved, and I truft 
fhall never forget that awful, but very inftru€live fcene. 

Thurfday 10. I got to Frederick burg, a very wicked, 
ungodly town. 

Friday 11. I began now to find that I could fay with 
the apoftle, all kndw how to want, and how to abound.’ 
For I had advanced fo much mone ‘y to pay for the minutes 
of the conference, the fermion on the Godhead of Chrift, 
and the ordination fermon, and towards the binding of the 
prayer-books and travelling, that my finances were grown 
very low. This evening as I was travelling, I afked a man 
tn the road, whether there was any insti near, and he told 
me there was, on the other fide of the wood, and hé was 
the landlord. I found him a decent man, who fometimes 
heard the Bapti# miniflers. I gave him fome litle books, 
and he gave me entertainment for myfelf and my horfe graits. 

Saturday 12. In the «!ternoon, by inquirmg at the plan- 
tations, I found out an old gentlewoman, (whofe name I have 
forgot) who formerly: received the preachers. But they 
have left that-county (King Villiam) on account of the little 
good they did there. Here I ftaid all night, although I had 
made but two-thirds of a day’s journey. I believe it may be 
well to try the county once more, efpecially as the Bi ptifts 
Have now left it. This morning I cafléd at a plantation to 
procure intelligence about the road. The miffrefs of the 
houfe perceived eye | in me, I fuppofe, of her own 
fpirit, and defired me to a! ight. 1 found they were Baptitts, 
end réat feelkers-after falvation. | 
; [To be continued. | 
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Part of the to4th PsAtM Paraphrafed: 


| PBORNE aloft on vent’rous wing, 
While {purning earthly themes I| foar 
Thro’ paths untrod before, 
What GOD, what feraph fhall I fing ? 
Whom but thee fhould I proclaim, 
Author of this wond’rous frame! 
Eternal, uncreated Lord, 
Enfhrin’d in glory’s radiant blaze! 
At whole prolific voice, whofe potent word, 
Commanded nothing fwift retir’d, and worlds began theig 
race? 


Thou, brooding o’er the realms of night, 
Th’ unbottom’d, infinite abyfs, 
Bad’ft the deep her rage furceafe, 
And faid’ft, Let there be light ! 
“Ethereal light thy call obey’d, 
Thro’ the wide void her living waters paft, 
Glad fhe left her native fhade, 
Darknefs turn’d his murrauring head, 
Refign’d the reins, and trembling fled ; 
The chryftal waves roll’d on, and fill’d their ambient 
waftes 


In light, effulgent robe, array’d, 

Thou left'ft the beauteous realins of day, 
The golden towers inclin’d their head, 

As their fovereign took his way, 
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The all-incircling bounds (a fhining train, 
Miriftering flames around him flew) 
Thro’ the vaft profound he drew, 

When, lo! fequacious to his fruitful hand, 
Heaven o’er th’ uncolour’d void her azure cu;tain threw, 


Lo! marching o’er the empty fpace, 
The fluid flores in order rile, 
With adamantine chains of liquid glafs 
To bind the new-born fabric to the. fkies, 
Downward th’ Almighty Builder rode, 
Old chaos groan’d beneath the GOD, 
Sable clouds his pompous car, 
Harnefs’d winds before him ran, 
Proud to wear their maker’s chain, 
And told with hoarfe-refounding voice him come from 
far. 


Embryon-earth the fignal knew, 
their And rear’d from night’s dark womb his infant head ; 
Tho’ yet prevailing waves his hills o’erfpread, 
And ftain’d their fickly face with pallid hue, 
But when loud thunders the purfuit began, 
Back the affrighted f{poilers ran ; 
In vain afpiring hills oppos’d their chafe, 
O’er hills and vales with equal hatte 
The flying fquadrons pat, 
Tull fafe within the. walls of their appointed place 3 
There rmly fixt, their fure enclofures fland, 
Unchangeable bounds of ever-during fand |! 
He fpake ; from the tall mountain’s wounded fide 
vient Frefh {prings roll’d down their filver tide : 
O’er the glad vales the fhining wonders ftray, 
Soft murmuring as they flow, 
While in their cooling wave inclining low 
The untaught natives of the field their parchipg thir 
allay, 
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High feated on the dancing fprays, ' 
Checquering with varied light their parent-fireams, 
The feather’d quires attune their artlefs lays, 
Safe from the dreaded heat of folar beams. 


Genial fhow’rs at his command 
Pour plenty o’er the barren land ; 
Labouring with parent-throes, 

See the teeming hills difclofe 

A new birth: ‘fee cheerful green, 
Tranfitory, pleafing fcene, 

O’er the fmiling landfkip glow, 
And gladden all the vale-below. 
Along the mountain's, craggy brow, 
Amiably dreadful now, 
See clafping vine difpread 

Her gently rifing, verdant head ; 
See the purple grape appear, 
Kind reliét of human care! 


Inftinét with circhng life, thy fkill 
Uprear’d the olive’s loaded bough, 
What-time on Lebanon's proud hill 
Slow rofe the ftately cedar’s brow, 
Nor lefs rejoice the lowly plains, 
Of ufeful corn the fertile bed, 
Than when the lordly cedar reigns, 
Ag beauteous, but a barren fhade; 


While in his arms the painted train, 

Warbling to the vocal grove, 
Sweetly tell their pleafing pain, 

Willing flaves to genial love. 
While the wild goats, an aétive throng, 

From rock to rock light-bounding fly, 
Jehovah's praife in folemn fong 

Shall echo thro’ the vaulted fky. 

J. W. 
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Vanity of Life, Ecclefiafles i. ‘2, 
HE eyils that befet our path 


Who can prevent or cure? 
We ftand upon the brink of death, 
When moft we feem fecure. 


If we to-day fweet peace poflefs, 
It foon may be withdrawn ; 

Some change may plunge us in difirefs 
Before to-morrow’s dawn. 


Difeafe and pain invade our health, 
And find an -eafy prey ; 

And oft, when leaft expe@ted, wealth 
Takes wings and flies away. 


A fever or a blow can fhake 
Our wifdom’s boafted rule ; 
And of the brighteft genius make 
A madman or a fool. 


The gourds, from which we look for fruit, 
Produce us only pain ; 

A. worm unfeen attacks the root, 
And all our hopes are vain. 


J pity thofe who feek no more, 
Than fuch a world can give ; 
Wretched they are, and blind, and poor, 
And dying while they live. 


Since fin has fill’d the earth with woe, 
And creatures fade and die ; 

Lord, wean our hearts from things below, 
And fix our hopes on high. 


On 










































































































302 POETRY. 


On FRIENDSHIP, 


HE greateft blefling we can know, 
i” The richeft gift heav’n can beflow, 
(Next to that celeflial ray, 
Which guides us to the realms of day,) - 
Is friendthip’s pure and fteady flame, 
For ever facred be the name! 
Let no unhallow’d lips pretend 
To vilify the name of friend! 
The holy fparks from heav’n were fent, 
To favour’d mortals only lent ; 
And they hall never, never die, 
But ripen in eternity. 





To a FRIEN D. 


HEN here, Efza, firft I came, 
Where Uff rolls on his filver ftream, 

What diffrent thoughts ufurp’d my breatt, 
From thefe which now enfure my refi; 
Religion, with her radiant train, 
Peace, joy, and love, does now maintain 
Her rightful empire in my heart, 
Since I have chofe the better part. 

"Tis now I live a happy life; 
My pailions now have ceas‘d their firife ; 
Their current turn’d from earthly things, 
They centre in the King of kings ; 
Where blifs alone is to be found, 
Which only lives on hallow’d ground. 

O! may thy friendly bofom prove 
The facred force of heav’nly love ; 
Then wilt thou foon be taught to know 
The vanity of all below ; 
Then will thy happy foul afpire, 
And {weetly catch feraphic fire ; 
With burning cherubim confefs, 


En GOD alone is happinels. THE 








